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our author asks in complete triumph : " Is it possible to come to the con- 
clusion that if he [Plunket] had believed the accusations of corruption, 
he would have attended his [Castlereagh's] obsequies with praise of all 
his public objects and opinions? " The answer is supposed to be obvious. 
A skeptic, however, might ask whether the purchase of a vote is to be 
classed as a public object or a public opinion. The reader of Dr. In- 
gram's history will derive both pleasure and profit from it, only by bear- 
ing in mind that the author is a lawyer pleading a rather difficult case. 

Wm. A. Dunning. 



American Statesmen. Patrick Henry. By Moses Coit Tyler. 
Boston and New York, Houghton, Mifflin and Company, 1887. — 
i6mo, x, 398 pp. 

Of all the figures of the Revolution, there is perhaps not one which 
the mists of a century have so enveloped in legend as that of Patrick 
Henry. A Patrick Henry myth has been formed, and has been fixed in 
literature by the uncritical character of his first biographer. It is cred- 
itable to the candor of Wirt that, though he unconsciously infused so 
much of his own imaginative spirit into the picture which he drew, he 
did not make that picture altogether favorable : when he admitted that 
Henry was perhaps illiterate, a poor case-lawyer, and an indifferent 
governor, it seemed like the unwilling concession of an advocate. Jef- 
ferson's criticisms on Henry, on the other hand, had the successful 
effect of many of his venomous attacks ; and we owe to him more than 
to any one else a popular notion of Henry's lack of education and of his 
political instability. 

Professor Tyler has therefore taken upon himself a double and diffi- 
cult task : he has a firmly established tradition to break down ; and he 
then undertakes to place before our minds a man dead nearly a century, 
who left few memorials, and whose character is unusual and in some 
respects incongruous. That Professor Tyler has succeeded in both 
parts of his task is due to unwearied and careful research, and to the 
historical judgment and skill with which the results are presented. Every 
possible clue seems to have been followed out ; the papers which the 
Henry family generously placed at his disposal have yielded up material 
unknown or unused by Wirt ; every available record of Patrick Henry, 
left by men who knew him, has been examined. It is not too much to 
say that the real Patrick Henry for the first time stands before us. 

The duty of correcting misapprehensions has made parts of the book 
defensive and even polemic ; but the plea is in general convincing. 
Against the charge of illiteracy, sufficient evidence is brought that Henry 
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used and loved books. The biographer frankly admits the shiftless busi- 
ness habits of the young man, and counterbalances it by the proof that 
later in life he made a fortune by shrewd investments. To the rather 
unimportant charge that Henry had been a bar-tender, Professor Tyler 
is able to reply in substance that he was not a bar-tender but only 
tended bar. The assertion that Governor Henry showed irresolution 
and cowardice seems disposed of more satisfactorily. It is in discussing 
the profession of his subject that the writer makes his most important 
point. The original manuscript fee-books prove conclusively that if, as 
Jefferson asserts, Henry was a lazy and incompetent lawyer, it was not 
found out either by his clients or by the courts. The most interesting 
question taken up is of course the nature of his eloquence. It is not 
likely that any important testimony has evaded the biographer's careful 
search ; and the evidence is such as to make it certain that Patrick 
Henry was endowed, as no other American of his time, and few men of 
any time, with an imaginative, irresistible and tremendous power of 
speech. That he knew how to play upon men's prejudices is apparent 
in the " Parsons' Case " ; that he could also stir up the deepest springs 
of human action, is shown in his speeches on the American crisis. His 
eloquence can be measured by an unfailing test : he compelled people 
to vote with him. 

The least successful part of the book is the study of Henry as a states- 
man. His honesty as a politician and a party leader cannot longer be 
doubted. He dared to do unpopular things because he thought they 
were right ; and in the confusion of the Revolution, the Confederation, 
and the transition into a new form of government, it would have been 
wonderful if he had always found himself with the same political allies. 
His political wisdom, his ability to estimate the dangers of the times and 
the means of escape, these are quite another matter. No one will deny 
his power to inspire men with a willingness to make sacrifices for an ideal. 
Hence the magnificent period of his life was in the early days of the 
Revolution, when he made himself the political leader of the colony. 
But he could not hold the new state up to that standard — perhaps no 
one could have done it — and he never seems to have risen to the greater 
tasks left at the end of the war. It was Patrick Henry who introduced 
and secured the passage of a resolution by the Virginia legislature in 
1784, calling for collection of delinquent requisitions by distress on the 
property of defaulting states or of their citizens ; it was Patrick Henry 
who in 1788 declared : " I never will give up that darling word requisi- 
tions ; my country may give it up ; a majority may wrest it from me ; 
but I never will give it up till my grave." 

Professor Tyler's book is by no means confined to defence. More 
perhaps than any other of the American Statesmen series, it places before 
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us a clear view of a man as he lived, and of his connection with the times. 
The arrangement is lucid, and Professor Tyler has enriched his work 
with references and a list of authorities such as has been wanting in 
most of the previous volumes. The style is lively, occasionally a little 
undignified and often florid. The book accomplishes its end ; it gives 
us a picture of a great man in the midst of great events. 

Albert Bushnell Hart. 

The Friendly Society Movement : Its Origin, Rise, and Growth ; 
Its Social, Moral, and Educational Influences. By the Rev. John 
Frome Wilkinson, M.A. Wadham College, Oxon. ; Curate of Long 
Melford ; Financial Member of the Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows, Manchester Unity; Hon. Member of the Ancient Order of 
Foresters, etc.; President of the United Sisters' Friendly Society. 
London, Longmans, Green and Co., 1886. — 229 pp. 

Die Englischen Arbeiterverbande und ihr Recht. Von Dr. J. M. 
Baernreither. Erster Band. Tubingen, 1886. — 450 pp. 

These two books treat of the same subject and contain in many 
instances the same facts. They are written, however, from entirely dif- 
ferent points of view. Mr. Wilkinson speaks as a member ; Dr. Baern- 
reither as an outsider. The former is an advocate ; the latter is a 
scientific observer. The two supplement each other excellently for any 
one who wishes to obtain a complete survey of the friendly society 
movement. 

Mr. Wilkinson's book treats in the first part of the rise of the friendly 
societies. He confines himself, however, mainly to the great orders, 
such as the Odd Fellows, the Foresters, the Shepherds, the Druids, etc. 
In the second part he speaks of the legislation with regard to friendly 
societies, explains at some length the technical features connected with 
their insurance system, gives an account of their management, and fin- 
ishes with a survey of their social, moral, and educational influences. 
He lays especial emphasis upon the social element, saying : " It is, 
as it were, the match that sets free the sunbeams hidden in the heart of 
the coal." Mr. Wilkinson does not conceal the faults of the friendly 
societies, which have been brought to light in the various parliamentary 
investigations, but he writes as one who has full faith in the movement, 
not as a critic. The impression of enthusiasm which his book makes is 
perhaps intensified by a certain carelessness of style, in which the zeal 
of the missionary seems, for the time, to have crowded out the Oxford 
scholar's attention to form. 

Dr. Baernreither's book is laid out on a much larger scale. In fact 
it is but the first volume of what promises to be an exhaustive treatise 



